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REPORT  OE  THE  SELECTMEN. 


ACCOUNT  OF  THE  COLLECTOR  OF  TAXES. 


Uncollected  taxes  as  per  last  report,  $7,834.40 

Amount  of  tax  bills  placed  in  hands  of  T.  Damon,  Jr., 

for  the  year  1865-66,  26,322.50 

Interest  on  taxes,  171.66 


$34,328.56 

Amount  collected  by  T.  Damon,  Jr.,  and  paid : 


State  treasurer, 

County  treasurer, 

Town  treasurer, 

Abatement  for  prompt  pay, 

Taxes  remitted, 

Uncollected  taxes  for  1857  and  1858, 
Uncollected  taxes  for  1859, 
Uncollected  taxes  for  1860, 
Uncollected  taxes  for  1861, 
Uncollected  takes  for  1862, 
Uncollected  taxes  for  1863, 
Uncollected  taxes  for  1864, 
Uncollected  taxes  for  1865, 


$8,648.00 

1,811.32 

13,847.94 

24,307.26 

1,244.26 

201.75 

21.32 

151.62 

598.37 

> 

823.99 

1,077.39 

1,011.80 

1,552.30 

3,338.50 

8,575.29 

$34,328.56 

The  Selectmen  have  examined  the  accounts  of  Tucker 
Damon,  Jr.,  collector  of  taxes,  and  find  them  correct. 


4r 


TUCKER  DAMON,  Jr.,  Treasurer, 

IN  ACCOUNT  WITH  THE  TOWN  OF  FAIRHAYEN,  Dr. 


To  balance  from  old  account, 

To  taxes  received  from  collector, 

To  cash  from  town  of  Dartmouth, 

To  cash  from  city  of  Fall  River, 

To  cash  from  the  city  of  New  Bedford, 

To  cash  from  the  city  of  New  Bedford  received  from 
the  State, 

To  cash  from  the  town  of  Mattapoisett, 

To  cash  from  the  town  of  Acushnet, 

To  cash  from  Sarah  Shaw, 

To  cash  from  A.  P.  Willcox, 

To  cash  from  Stillman  Leavitt, 

To  cash  from  labor  &c.,  on  engine  house  No.  5, 

To  cash  from  sales  of  produce,  town  farm, 

To  cash  from  dividends  National  Bank  of  Fairhaven, 
To  cash  from  State  treasurer, 

To  cash  loan  from  National  Bank  of  Fairhaven, 

To  cash  loan  from  B.  Taber,  guardian, 

To  cash  loan  from  Rufus  Allen, 

To  cash  loan  from  Henry  Akin, 

To  cash  loan  from  Arza  Fish, 

To  cash  loan  from  Fairhaven  Inst,  for  Savings, 


$313.59 

13,847.94 

166.04 

32.00 

30.25 

1,849.33 

65.57 

300.48 

44.11 

275.00 
287.64 

17.72 

151.21 

184.00 
5,108.86 

12,802.60 

1,800.00 

800.00 

500.00 

600.00 
4,000.00 


$43,176.34 


Credit. 

By  orders  drawn  on  treasurer  and  paid  for  account  of 
highways,  public  schools,  support  of  poor,  and 
incidental  account,  $41,760.87 

By  balance  on  hand  to  new  account,  1,415.47 

$43,176.34 


REPAIRS  OF  HIGHWAYS. 


Order  in  favor  of  Seth  A.  Mitchell  : 


For  cesspool  on  Water  street,  $55.80 

For  highways,  201.63 

Order  in  favor  of  Stillman  Leavitt  for  payment  to 
Stillman  Leavitt,  $287.64 

James  Tripp,  30.00 


$257.43 
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Francis  Tripp, 

16.50 

Squire  Stevens, 

1.50 

John  Wood, 

5.00 

David  Wood, 

14.60 

John  A.  Tripp, 

5.00 

Order  in  favor  of  Job  Willcox  for  payment  to 

Job  Willcox, 

$39.73 

Watson  Jenney, 

12.00 

Seth  Jenney, 

3.00 

Jonathan  Co  win, 

27.74 

Seth  Stevens, 

4.50 

Sylvanus  Skiff, 

1.50 

Joseph  Jenney, 

1.50 

Wm.  P.  Sullings, 

13.10 

Paul  Hathaway, 

6.00 

Jabez  Jenney, 

5.00 

Reuben  Austin, 

7.12 

Dennis  Parker, 

3.00 

Henry  Jenney, 

1.50 

Squire  Stevens, 

4.50 

Order  in  favor  of  John  M.  Hathaway  for  payment 

George  R.  Deane, 

$9.00 

Daniel  W.  Deane, 

3.75 

George  Weeden  and  Seth  Hathaway, 

1.50 

Cekiel, 

3.60 

Henry  T.  Howard, 

3.75 

Job  Willcox, 

19.25 

W'atson  Jenney, 

21.13 

Beriah  Austin, 

25.63 

Henry  Jenney, 

7.05 

Seth  Stevens, 

7.65 

Josiah  Mendall, 

4.50 

Alexander  Brown, 

11.50 

Henry  Brownell, 

6.00 

Reuben  Austin, 

5.63 

Sylvanus  Skiff, 

2.40 

John  M.  Hathaway, 

36.25 

Order  in  favor  of  Jabez  T.  Howard  for  payment  to 

Jabez  T.  Howard, 

$60.00 

Charles  F.  Blossom, 

6.75 

Matthew  Howard, 

23.50 

Benjamin  P.  Tripp, 

7.50 

Dennis  Stevens, 

2.25 

John  B.  Howard, 

3.00 

Edwin  and  Levi  Blossom, 

19.50 

Alfred  Jenney, 

3.00 

A.  Shaw, 

3.00 

360.24 


130.19 


168.59 
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John  Gelett, 

3.00 

Isaac  Hathaway, 

3.00 

John  F.  Howard, 

7.50 

Richard  West, 

.75 

Alonzo  Stone, 

5.85 

Thomas  R.  Delano, 

3.00 

Job  Willcox, 

3.00 

Welcome  J.  Lawton, 

3.00 

Rufus  Jenney, 

1.50 

S.  Hammond, 

3.00 

162.10 

Special  appropriation  for  sidewalk  on  Washington  street : 

Order  in  favor  of  P.  F.  Drew  for  curb  stone, 

$1 12.00 

Seth  A.  Mitchell,  gravel  and  labor, 

177.44 

289.44 

$1,367.99 

Balance  to  new  account, 

24.93 

$1,392.92 

Credit. 

By  balance  of  old  account, 

$92.92 

By  appropriation, 

1,000.00 

By  special  appropriation  for  sidewalk, 

300.00 

$1,392.92 

SUPPORT  OF  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

X Ii£»;li  School, 

S.  S.  Swift  & Co.,  supplies, 

$ .97 

Lewis  Holmes, 

1.80 

George  W.  Taylor,  care, 
S.  S.  Haskins,  cleaning, 

9.50 

10.00 

Nathan  Lewis,  repairs, 

7.50 

Purrington  & Taber,  repairs, 

23.00 

F.  M.  Fuller,  supplies, 

1.87 

A.  G.  Ryder,  fuel, 

4.00 

Artemas  Morse,  fuel, 

7.50 

Roland  Fish,  fuel, 

81.25 

Bartie  Taber,  labor, 

2.03 

L.  Bisbee,  repairs, 

39.13 

F.  S.  Bradford,  care, 

11.25 

James  I.  Church,  supplies, 

1.16 

Henry  D.  Taylor,  care, 

36.37 

Stevens  & Eldredge,  supplies, 

.50 

C.  R.  Sherman,  supplies, 

1.45 

H.  W.  Warren,  teacher, 

1,034.26 

Ellen  P.  Hamblin,  teacher, 

390.25 

$1,663.79 

7 


District  IVo.  1. 


P.  W.  Sparrow,  teacher, 

$186.00 

Benjamin  S.  Tripp,  fuel  and  labor, 

24.19 

District  IVo. 

3. 

K.  E.  Eldredge,  teacher, 

40.43 

Helen  M.  Clark,  teacher, 

182.50 

Henry  W.  Willcox,  care, 

7.12 

Fish,  Robinson  & Co.,  fuel, 

7.68 

Roland  Fish,  fuel, 

29.50 

District  No. 

3. 

Jane  G.  Allen,  teacher, 

66.00 

Fish,  Robinson  & Co.,  fuel, 

14.56 

Roland  Fish,  fuel, 

25.00 

District  IVo. 

4. 

B.  Holmes,  teacher, 

718.31 

Lois  Deane,  teacher, 

247.25 

M.  A.  Fairfield,  teacher, 

160.00 

Amanda  Clark,  teacher, 

160.00 

Millie  S.  Eldredge,  teacher, 

152.00 

Mary  S.  Wood,  teacher, 

114.00 

Emelia  A.  Liscomb,  teacher, 

144.00 

Allen  & Williams,  care, 

12.90 

John  Sweeney,  care, 

26.45 

Horatio  Jenney,  care, 

3.60 

Bartie  Taber,  care, 

15.47 

Enos  Joseph,  care, 

3.70 

Lewis  Holmes,  care, 
Charles  F.  Williams,  care, 

9.00 

19.15 

Andrew  Snell,  care, 

2.80 

Fish,  Robinson  & Co.,  fuel, 

31.62 

Artemas  Morse,  fuel, 

33.90 

Roland  Fish,  fuel, 

131.25 

George  G.  Allen,  care, 

8.00 

Calvin  B.  Braley,  care, 

3.20 

District  IVo. 

5. 

Lucy  M.  Cobb,  teacher, 

183.00 

Jacob  N.  Norton,  teacher, 

112.00 

W.  J.  Lawton,  fuel, 

7.00 

Watson  Jenney,  fuel, 

8.52 

Joseph  W.  Pierce,  care, 

4.25 

Sylvanus  Tripp,  care, 

1.50 

District  IVo. 

G. 

Laura  A.  Omey,  teacher, 

106.25 

Ellen  M.  Douglass,  teacher, 

80.00 

George  W.  Francis,  teacher, 

120.00 

B.  P.  Tripp,  fuel, 

11.50 

Henry  F.  Howard,  fuel, 

16.74 

$210.19 


267.23 


105.56 


1,996.60 


316.27 


334.49 
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District;  No.  7. 

Helen  M.  Clark,  teacher,  $51.00 

Sarah  T.  Parker,  teacher,  56.00 

Adam  and  Samuel  Hathaway,  fuel  and  care,  9.50 
Daniel  W.  Deane,  fuel,  7.00 


Balance  to  new  account, 


Credit . 

By  Balance  of  old  account,  $1,129.99 

By  amount  of  appropriation,  4,500.00 

By  amount  received  from  State,  140.22 


SUPPORT  OP  POOR. 

Orders  drawn  for  support  of  poor, 

in  the  alms-house,  for  the  year  1865-66,  $433.53 
out  of  alms-house,  for  the  year  1865-66,  429.02 


State  Lunatic  Hospital,  416.68 

William  H.  Chapell,  18.00 

Joseph  B.  Taber,  206.11 

S.  S.  Swift  & Co.,  117.13 

Clare  & Macomber,  18.57 

City  of  New  Bedford,  199.12 

Joseph  W.  Braley,  93.00 

Rufus  Allen,  156.75 

F.  M.  Fuller,  86.12 

Fish,  Robinson  & Co.,  90.79 

A.  G.  Nye,  horse,  100.00 

Fairhaven  Union  Store,  80.01 

Roland  Fish,  60.08 

Alfred  Nye,  Jr.,  103.83 

Alms-House,  200.00 

Stillman  Leavitt,  325.00 


Balance  to  credit  of  incidental  account, 
Credit. 


By  amount  of  appropriation,  $3,000.00 

By  sales  from  town  farm,  151.21 

By  Stillman  Leavitt,  highway  labor,  287.64 

By  cash  from  Fire  Department,  No.  5,  17.72 

By  cash  from  town  of  Dartmouth,  166.04 

By  cash  from  city  of  New  Bedford,  30.25 

By  cash  from  city  of  Fall  River,  32.00 


123.50 


$5,017.63 

752.58 


$5,770.21 


$5, 770.21 


$3,133.74 

966.28 


$4,100.02 
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By  cash  from  town  of  Mattapoisett, 

65.57 

By  cash  from  town  of  Acushnet, 

300.48 

By  cash  from  the  State, 

5.00 

By  cash  from  Sarah  Shaw, 

44.11 

$4,100.02 

INCIDENTAL  ACCOUNT. 

Eire  Department. 

Engine  company  No.  3, 

$570.84 

Engine  company  No.  5, 

383.35 

Martin  Westgate, 

9.60 

William  H.  Hoeg, 

25.55 

John  Quirk, 

12.90 

Benjamin  Drew, 

13.60 

William  Mann, 

32.94 

Purrington  & Taber, 

10.70 

Ebenezer  Delano, 

2.10 

Fish,  Robinson  & Co., 

16.64 

F.  M.  Fuller, 

1.73 

D.  H.  Hathaway, 

.65 

William  H.  Willis, 

5.13 

Edward  West, 

3.00 

L.  Bisbee, 

10.63 

Tripp  & Bourne, 

97.36 

Joseph  B.  Taber, 

14.86 

Luther  Cole, 

1.75 

Raymond  & Webb, 

1.62 

John  Alden, 

3.00 

Allen  & Brownell, 

12.00 

William  C.  Ford, 

1.74 

Samuel  L.  Ward, 

6.00 

William  S.  Guild, 

18.30 

Roland  Fish, 

7.25 

Stillman  Leavitt, 

17.72 

$1,280.96 

War  Expenses. 

State  aid  furnished  families, 

1,288.59 

Town  Debt. 

Paid  note  favor  B.  H.  Chase, 

$1,000.00 

Paid  0.  Nye  and  S.  P.  Alden,  executors, 

5,746.00 

Paid  note  National  Bank  of  Fairhaven, 

15,910.74 

Paid  note  L.  R.  Winsor, 

1,000.00 

Paid  note  Betsey  Hiller, 

158.72 

Paid  note  Benjamin  White,  guardian, 

50.00 

Paid  note  Andrew  P.  Jenney, 

200.00 

Paid  note  0.  Nye  and  S.  P.  Alden,  executors,  880.00 

$24,945.46 

Paid  interest  on  town  debt, 

1,425.99 

26,371.45 

B 
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School  Books. 

Amount  paid  for  school  books,  $406.59 

Paid  A.  P.  Willcox,  balance  account,  66.36 


Salaries. 

Selectmen  : 


Bartholomew  Taber, 

$200.00 

Frederic  Taber, 

40.00 

Isaiah  West, 

45.00 

$285.00 

Overseers  of  Poor  : 

Bartholomew  Taber, 

50.00 

Frederic  Taber, 

20.00 

Isaiah  West, 

25.00 

95.00 

Assessors : 

Lewis  S.  Judd, 

125.00 

George  H.  Taber, 

96.00 

Charles  Bryant, 

55.50 

276.50 

School  Committee  : 

Charles  Drew, 

51.82 

Isaac  Fairchild, 

25.00 

Charles  Bryant, 

25.00 

101.82 

Fire  Wards : 

Aaron  Savery, 

10.00 

William  Mann, 

10.00 

William  H.  Hoeg, 

10.00 

30.00 

Constables : 

Albert  G.  Liscomb, 

10.00 

William  Mann, 

11.50 

21.50 

Committee  on  Accounts  : 

Job  C.  Tripp  and  Frederic  Taber,  8.00 

Town  Clerk,  Treasurer  and  Collector  : 

Tucker  Damon,  400.00 

Registrar  : 

Tucker  Damon,  21.80 


Incidentals. 

John  Aikin,  moving  safe,  $1.80 

Jabez  Delano,  tax  remitted,  216.67 

David  Turney  and  others,  labor,  4.00 

Henry  A.  Brightman,  in  full  for  all  claims  of 

Pardon  Brightman,  170.00 

J.  T.  Buttrick,  postage  stamps  for  Assessors,  6.66 
James  Rogers,  watching,  1.50 

A.  Taber  & Brother,  account  books,  18.87 

Fessenden  & Baker,  advertising,  38.00 

R.  A.  Dunham  & Co.,  horse  hire,  35.25 

Phoenix  Hall,  rent  for  hall,  20.00 

Phoenix  Hall,  office  rent,  55.00 

Estate  of  John  Allen,  land  rent,  5.00 


472.95 


1,239.62 
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William  C.  Ford,  1.25 

E.  Anthony  & Sons,  printing  and  advertising,  126.97 

F.  R.  Whitwell,  Jr.,  rent  of  hall  for  armory,  47.13 
L.  T.  Willcox  and  W.  W.  Crapo,  legal  services,  115.00 


Warren  Reed,  labor, 

.75 

John  Alden,  labor, 

3.47 

0.  Prescott,  legal  advice, 

8.00 

L.  S.  Judd,  Geo.  H.  Taber,  and  Chas.  Bryant, 

taking  census, 

94.50 

Tucker  Damon,  incidentals, 

19.80 

Bartholomew  Taber,  incidentals, 

12.37  1,001.99 

Abatement  of  taxes  for  prompt  payment, 

1,244.26 

Taxes  remitted, 

201.75 

$33,101.57 

Balance  to  credit  of  new  account, 

2,702.46 

335,804.03 

Credit. 

By  amount  of  appropriation,  ! 

$6,000.00 

By  dividends  from  Nat.  Bank  of  Fairbaven, 

184.00 

By  cash  received  from  A.  P.  Willcox,  book 

agent, 

275.00 

By  return  from  State  on  contraband  fund, 

675.00 

By  amount  received  from  State  on  account 

of  Home  and  Coast  Guard  service, 

1,849.33 

By  cash  from  State,  rent  of  armory, 

47.13 

By  “ “ “ State,  aid,  1863, 

168.00 

By  “ “ “ census  statistics, 

94.50 

By  “ “ “ corporation  tax,  1864, 

additional, 

48.37 

By  “ “ “ State  aid, 

2,500.00 

By  “ “ “ corporation  tax, 

1,430.64 

By  loan  from  National  Bank  of  Fairbaven, 

12,802.60 

By  “ “ B.  Taber,  guardian, 

1,800.00 

By  “ “ Rufus  Allen, 

800.00 

By  “ “ Henry  Akin, 

500.00 

By  “ “ Arza  Fish, 

600.00 

By  “ “ Fairhaven  Inst,  for  Savings, 

4,000.00 

By  balance  unexpended  from  support  of  poor,  966.28 

By  overlay  on  taxes  in  1865, 

1,063.18  $35,804.03 

TOWN  DEBT. 

Loans  from  banks  and  individuals, 

$41,149.19 

Outstanding  bills, 

471.51 

Outstanding  orders, 

192.33 

$41,813.03 
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Deductions. 


Due  from  Commonwealth,  State  aid,  $2,021.25 

Due  from  city  of  New  Bedford,  56.11 

Due  from  city  of  Fall  River,  8.00 

Due  from  town  of  Mattapoisett,  41.43 

Due  from  town  of  Falmouth,  13.66 

Uncollected  taxes,  8,575.29 

Twenty-three  shares  Nat.  Bank  of  Fairhaven,  1,978.00 
Cash  in  hands  of  treasurer,  1,415.47 


14,109.21 


Total  debt  of  the  town,  $27,703.82 


TOWN  MOTOR  AGENCY. 


Stock  and  cash  on  hand  March  16,  1865, 

$401.57 

Profit  on  sales, 

Credit 

65.14 

$466.71 

By  stock  on  hand  March  16,  1866, 

$305.27 

By  agent’s  salary, 

70.00 

By  government  license, 

20.00 

By  balance  cash  on  hand, 

71.44 

$466.71 

SCHOOL  BOOK  AGENCY. 


Books  on  hand  March  16,  1865,  $154.13 

Books  purchased  during  the  year,  527.37 

Advance  charged  on  books  sold,  45.70 

Credit . 

By  hooks  on  hand  March  16,  1866,  $255.55 

By  cash  paid  town  treasurer,  275,00 

By  old  books  sold,  15.00 

By  books  furnished  schools  and  sundry  persons,  40.92 

By  bills  paid  by  agent,  39.65 

By  agent’s  commission,  42.97 

By  balance  due  from  agent,  58.11 

Respectfully  submitted. 


$727.20 


$727.20 


BARTHOLOMEW  TABER,  ) 
FREDERIC  TABER,  \ Selectmen. 

ISAIAH  WEST,  j 


Faiihaven,  March  22,  1866. 


We,  the  undersigned,  have  examined  the  foregoing  accounts 
and  believe  them  to  be  correct. 

GEO.  F.  TRIPP,  ) Committee 
L.  S.  JUDD,  j on  Accounts . 


REPORT 


OF  THE 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

OF  THE 


Town  of  Eamhaven, 


FOR  THE  YF2A.R  18G5-6. 


NEW  BEDFORD: 

E . ANTHONY  & SONS,  PRINTERS,  67  UNION  STREET. 

1 8 6 G . 


REPORT  OE  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 


To  the  Inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Fairhaven : 

Every  year  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  School  Committee 
of  a town  to  report  the  condition  of  the  schools  under  their 
charge.  If,  in  reviewing  the  history  of  the  schools  of  our 
own  town  for  the  past  year,  we  find  little  of  special  inter- 
est to  note,  it  is  gratifying  to  assure  you  of  their  general 
prosperity,  and  the  uniformly  pleasant  relations  that  have 
existed  in  them. 

Teachers  have  shown  tact  in  governing,  and  ability  in  im- 
parting instruction,  while  the  pupils  have  yielded  a willing 
and  cheerful  obedience  to  the  rules  of  school.  Corporal 
punishment  has  rarely  been  resorted  to,  and  no  single  in- 
stance has  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  committee  during 
the  past  year,  of  a determined  disposition,  on  the  part  of 
any  scholar,  to  disregard  the  rules  or  neglect  the  discipline 
necessary  to  the  welfare  of  the  schools.  As  might  be 
expected  when  good  order  and  correct  deportment  prevail, 
the  lessons  have  been  learned  well  and  the  scholars  have 
made  commendable  progress  in  their  studies,  and  the  con- 
dition of  the  schools,  if  not  entirely  satisfactory,  is  such  as 
to  encourage  all  who  desire  or  are  interested  in  their  con- 
tinued success  to  still  greater  efforts ; and  the  cordial  and 
united  efforts  of  all  are  required  if  we  would  preserve  what 
there  is  good  in  them  and  enhance  still  further  their  effi- 
ciency and  usefulness. 

Parents  should  always  remember  that  the  welfare  of  the 
schools  does  not  depend  altogether  on  the  labors  of  com- 
mittees and  teachers : their  co-operation  is  also  essential  j 


3 


they  should  encourage  punctuality  in  attendance,  inspire 
confidence  in  the  teachers,  discountenance  all  frivolous  com- 
plaints against  them,  and  enjoin  obedience  to  their  com- 
mands. They  should  visit  the  schools  as  often  as  practica- 
ble, and  by  their  presence  prove  their  interest  in  them. 

Among  the  duties  of  first  importance  devolving  on  com- 
mittes,  is  the  selection  of  teachers,  requiring  ability  to 
decide  concerning  their  literary  qualifications,  and  discern- 
ment in  judging  of  character. 

In  the  selection  of  teachers  we  would  earnestly  recom- 
mend, in  all  cases  when  it  can  be  done,  the  re-appointment 
to  the  same  schools  of  those  who  have  really  succeeded  well. 
We  are  confident  that  frequent  changes  of  teachers  are  detri- 
mental to  the  interests  of  the  schools.  This  has  been 
observable  in  our  High  School,  as  well  as  in  many  of  the 
districts. 

The  teacher  who  goes  into  a strange  school  for  the  first 
time  has  many  preliminaries  to  learn.  He  has  to  become 
familiar  with  the  names  of  his  pupils,  to  make  himself  ac- 
quainted with  their  attainments,  before  he  can  arrange  them 
in  classes,  and  what  is  often  much  more  difficult,  he  has  to 
learn  the  disposition  and  temper  of  each,  and  establish  his 
authority  as  master.  He  has  to  overcome  the  distrust  and 
gain  the  confidence  of  the  timid,  while  the  mischievous  and 
unruly  must  test  his  power  to  govern  before  they  are  sure 
they  may  not  indulge  a little  their  wayward  proclivities. 
In  this  way  a part  of  each  successive  term  is  little  less  than 
wasted  in  the  reconstruction  of  the  school,  which  after  all 
is  too  often  based  on  something  like  a compromise  between 
the  half-controlled  boys  and  the  doubtfully  established  author- 
ity of  the  teacher.  This  is  all  avoided  when  the  tried  and 
successful  teacher  returns  to  his  school  for  another  term. 
He  meets  the  familiar,  smiling  faces  of  his  former  pupils, 
who  greet  him  with  a pleasant  welcome,  and  then  quietly 
take  their  places  in  the  school-room,  unconsciously  yielding 
to  an  authority  which,  though  it  may  be  absolute,  has  been 
so  wisely  used  as  scarcely  to  be  felt.  An  hour  or  two  pass, 
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and  teacher  and  scholars  assume  their  proper  positions, 
the  lessons  are  resumed,  and  the  vacation  has  proved  not  a 
harsh  interruption,  but  a pleasant  recreation  from  study. 

Such  a teacher  naturally  receives  the  aid  of  parents  in 
maintaining  the  peace  and  good  order  of  the  school.  As  a 
good  reputation  is  a safe  barrier  against  the  idle  or  vicious 
gossip  of  the  thoughtless  or  mischievous,  so  the  established 
character  of  the  good  teacher  is  sure  to  gain  the  confidence 
and  cooperation  of  the  parent,  and  the  impatient  girl  or 
boy  who  goes  home  with  a complaint  of  some  fancied  griev- 
ance, instead  of  exciting  sympathy  and  creating  disturbance, 
is  dismissed  with  the  parental  admonition  to  be  a good  child 
and  mind  the  teacher.  The  grievance  is  soon  forgotten  and 
all  goes  pleasantly  again. 

If  the  village  schools  of  the  town  possess  advantages 
over  those  of  the  rural  districts,  if  their  pupils  are  more 
advanced  in  their  studies,  if  there  is  greater  punctuality  in 
attendance,  less  tardiness  and  absenteeism,  and  a better 
maintained  discipline  generally,  we  believe  it  is  due  more 
to  the  continued  employment  of  the  same  teachers  than  to 
any  other  cause. 

In  many  districts  a semi-annual  change  of  teachers  results 
from  the  usual  custom  of  appointing  a man  to  teach  during 
the  winter,  and  the  erroneous  notion  that  to  have  a good 
school  the  services  of  a master  are  requisite. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  discuss  the  relative  merits  of  male 
and  female  teachers,  but  it  is  safe  to  prefer  the  services  of 
one  wholly  devoted  to  the  business  of  teaching,  to  those  of 
another  who  only  teaches  occasionally,  to  fill  up  a vacation 
happening  in  some  more  congenial  or  lucrative  occupation. 

It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  appended  Table  No. 
2,  that  those  schools  which  have  been  taught  the  year  round 
by  the  same  teachers  have  been  continued  three  and  four 
weeks  longer,  with  the  same  amount  of  money  expended, 
than  those  have  been  which  were  taught  by  a man  during 
the  winter,  and  they  compare  favorably  with  them  in  all 
respects. 
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We  believe  these  frequent  changes  are  now  among  the 
chief  hindrances  to  the  progress  of  the  schools  where  they 
occur,  and  if  the  plan  were  adopted  which  men  usually  pur- 
sue in  the  management  of  all  other  business,  of  securing  the 
best  talent  obtainable  and  retaining  it  as  long  as  practica- 
ble, it  would  result  in  the  greatest  benefit. 

High  School.  — Last  Fall  eleven  graduated  from  the 
High  School ; all  that  remained  of  an  original  class  of  about 
thirty.  The  present  first  class  numbers  thirteen  out  of 
thirty-five  who  entered  the  school  three  years  ago.  This 
exhibits  about  the  proportion  of  those  who  complete  the 
course  of  studies  prescribed.  At  least  two  thirds  fail  to 
reach  the  goal  for  which  they  start.  Allowing  a fair  mar- 
gin for  removals  and  those  who  unwillingly  are  compelled 
to  leave  school,  there  must  remain  a large  number  who  drop 
off  from  inability  to  bear  the  burden  which  the  duties  of  the 
school  impose.  This  would  not  be  if  all  who  are  admitted 
were  qualified  as  they  should  be.  The  course  of  studies  is 
not  too  severe  or  extended.  It  is  on  the  other  hand  far 
less  so  than  the  standard  adopted  in  many  high  schools,  and 
not  above  the  legal  requirements  — and  can,  with  ordinary 
capacity  and  common  diligence,  be  gone  through  with, 
pleasantly  and  without  detriment  to  health  of  body  or  mind, 
if  the  scholar  is  well  instructed  in  the  elementary  branches ; 
if  he  has  a good  knowledge  of  these  the  course  would  be 
easy  and  profitable,  without  it  no  amounnt  of  labor  can 
avail  to  make  up  the  deficiency;  study  through  all  the  hours 
of  school  not  devoted  to  recitation,  followed  by  study  out 
of  school,  through  the  hours  which  should  be  devoted  to 
healthful  recreation  or  sleep  and  rest,  will  not  compensate 
for  this  want  of  due  preparation;  the  burden  will  grow 
heavier  and  heavier,  and  the  lagging  pupil,  tired,  fretting, 
and  nervous,  and  still  looking  forward  to  three  or  four 
years  of  such  wearying  toil,  finally  gives  up  in  despair  and 
seeks  escape  from  school  and  loses  forever  the  benefits. 

This  will  always  be  so  until  an  inflexible  rule  is  estab- 
lished regulating  the  admission  of  candidates  to  the  school. 
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No  child  should  be  admitted  who  has  not  reached  his  thir- 
teenth year,  and  none  should  be  admitted  who,  on  a care- 
ful and  fair  examination  in  spelling,  geography,  English 
grammar,  and  arithmetic  as  far  as  proportion,  fail  to  obtain 
an  average  of  seventy-five  on  a scale  of  one  hundred. 
Deviation  from  such  a standard  may  be  an  indulgence,  but 
not  a kindness,  and  like  all  unkind  indulgences  is  sure  to 
result  in  injury  to  the  child. 

To  these  considerations,  which  we  think  indicate  the  real 
hindrance  to  the  elevation  of  the  character  of  the  High 
School  and  its  increased  usefulness,  we  ask  the  attention  of 
parents,  and  their  cooperation  in  the  application  of  the  rule 
necessary  for  its  removal. 


The  amount  appropriated  by  the  town  for  school  purposes 

the  last  year  was 

$4,500.00 

Received  from  the  state  fund, 

140.22 

Unexpended  balances  for  1864-5, 

49.21 

$4,689.43 

Of  which  there  have  been  appropriated : 

To  District  No.  1, 

$190.00 

To  District  No.  2, 

212.00 

To  District  No.  3, 

112.00 

To  District  No.  4, 

2,000.00 

To  District  No.  5, 

212.00 

To  District  No.  6, 

212.00 

To  District  No.  7, 

175.00 

To  High  School, 

1,400.00 

— 

4,513.00 

Balance  unappropriated,  $176.43 


The  subjoined  tables  will  give  all  needed  statistical  infor- 
mation, and  we  close  by  asking  for  the  same  appropriations 
of  money  for  school  purposes  which  were  made  last  year. 

ISAAC  FAIRCHILD,  Chairman. 
CHARLES  DREW,  Secretary. 
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TABLE  I . 


SCHOOLS. 

Whole  number  between 
5 and  15,  May  1, 1865. 

SUMMER  . 

WINTER. 

Attendance  between  i 
5 and  15. 

1 Attendance  under  5.  ] 

Attendance  over  15. 

Whole  attendance. 

Average  attendance. 

Attendance  between  I 
5 and  15. 

Attendance  under  5.  ] 

Attendance  over  15. 

Whole  attendance. 

Average  Attendance. 

I 

District  No.  1, 

41 

35 

1 

36 

25 

37 

37 

32 

District  No.  2, 

43 

35 

2 

1 

38 

33.14 

33 

1 

34 

29.34 

District  No.  3, 

37 

28 

2 

30 

24 

27 

3 

30 

21 

District  No.  4, 

267 

Grammar, 

73 

7 

80 

60 

85 

12 

97 

74 

Centre  Intermediate, 

46 

46 

35.60 

42 

42 

36.90 

Centre  Primary, 

45 

60 

44.84 

32 

32 

20.17 

North  Primary, 

32 

2 

34 

25.70 

32 

1 

1 

34 

23.58 

South  Primary, 

28 

28 

21 

33 

33 

21 

South  Intermediate, 

24 

24 

17 

18 

18 

14 

District  No.  5, 

42 

43 

1 

1 

45 

29.72 

33 

1 

9 

43 

32.78 

District  No.  6, 

37 

32 

2 

1 

35 

25 

34 

7 

41 

33.33 

District  No.  7, 

16 

8 

8 

5 

11 

2 

13 

9 

High  School, 

26 

36 

62 

56 

21 

57 

78 

75 

/ 
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TABLE  II. 

Schools. 

District  No.  1, 

Summer, 

P.  W.  Sparrow, 

$24.00 

4mos. 

Winter, 

P.  W.  Sparrow, 

25.00 

4 

66 

District  No.  2, 

Summer, 

Helen  M.  Clark, 

22.00 

51 

a 

Winter, 

Helen  M.  Clark, 

25.00 

2| 

u 

District  No.  3, 

Summer, 

Jane  Allen, 

22.00 

6 

u 

Winter, 

Jane  Allen, 

30.00 

u 

District  No.  4, 

Grammar, 

Summer, 

B.  Holmes, 

72.50 

7 

a 

66 

Winter 

B.  Holmes,  ) 

72.50 

3 

a 

66 

Winter, 

Ryder,  > 

65.00 

3 

u 

Assistant, 

Summer, 

Lois  Dean, 

25.00 

7 

66 

66 

Winter, 

Lois  Dean, 

25.00 

3 

66  * 

Centre  Intermediate, 

Summer, 

M.  A.  Fairfield, 

20.00 

6 

66 

Winter, 

M.  A.  Fairfield, 

20.00 

2 

66 

Centre  Primary, 

Summer, 

Amanda  Clark, 

20.00 

6 

66 

Winter, 

Amanda  Clark, 

20.00 

2 

66 

South  Intermediate, 

Summer, 

Mary  S.  Wood, 

19.00 

6 

66 

Winter, 

Mary  S.  Wood, 

19.00 

2 

66 

South  Primary, 

Summer, 

Amelia  Liscomb, 

18.00 

6 

66 

Winter, 

Amelia  Liscomb, 

18.00 

2 

66 

District  No.  5, 

Summer, 

Lucy  M.  Cobb, 

20.00 

4 h 

66 

Winter, 

J.  N.  Norton, 
Ellen  M.  Douglas, 

40.00 

2| 

66 

District  No.  6, 

Summer, 

, 20.00 

4 

66 

Winter, 

Geo.  W.  Francis, 

40.00 

3 

66 

District  No.  7, 

Summer, 

S.  T.  Parker, 
Matthew  Merry, 

14.00 

4 

“ 8 

Winter, 

24.00 

4 

66 

High  School, 

Summer, 

H.  W.  Warren, 

92.50  ) 

Winter, 

H.  W.  Warren, 

92.50  V 

9* 

66 

M.  R.  Chace, 

90.00  ) 

Assistant, 

Summer, 

E.  P.  Hamlin, 

35.00 

94 

66 

Winter, 

E.  P.  Hamlin, 

35.00 

* This  school  having  been  left  without  a principal,  the  female  department  was  continued 
two  weeks  longer  than  is  stated  above. 
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